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The German government
in the network of digital health transformers

Whose interests are served by our health policy?
by Norbert Haring,* Germany

(CH-S) How far does the influ-
ence of pharmaceutical/IT
companies extend into polit-
ical decisions in the health-
care sector? Norbert Héring
traces clandestine conditions
in Germany. Is the health of
citizens being subordinated
to the business of an interna-
tional health industry? Can conclusions be drawn
for Switzerland? The dispute between two IT
companies over the equipping of Swiss hospitals
with IT software worth hundreds of millions lets
us prick our ears and take notice. Are our health
insurance contributions and tax millions being
spent sensibly, and who is profiting from them? It
is worth taking a look at Germany.

Norbert Héring.
(Picture ma)
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On 22 September, the UN General Assembly adop-
ted a “Global Digital Pact” as an appendix to the UN
Pact for the Future, a pact to promote the power
and profits of the large digital corporations by for-
cing all citizens of the world to connect to and use
the infrastructure they control. If you follow a
thread in the German government’s non-response
to the question of the pact’s main driving forces,
you come across a close network of agenda set-
ters for the forced digitalisation of the healthcare
system, in which the last and the current govern-
ment have allowed themselves to be interwoven.

As reported, the text of the “Global Digital Com-
pact” is formulated so much in the interest of the
large digital corporations that they themselves
could hardly have done better.

The “Report of the Federal Government on Co-
operation with the United Nations” for the years

* Norbert Haring, born in 1963, is a German business
journalist. He has been an economics editor at Han-
delsblatt since 2002. He successfully runs his blog
norberthaering.de and has also published several
books, including one on monetary policy.

2022 and 2023 states that it “supported the pro-
cess of creating a Global Digital Compact through
financing and support” and that the involvement
of “stakeholders from science, civil society and
economy” played a “prominent role” in this regard
from the perspective of the German govern-
ment.” Therefore, the member of the Bundestag
and AfD spokesperson on digital policy, Eugen
Schmidt, asked the Foreign Office, which was re-
sponsible, which actors from science, civil soci-
ety and the economy were involved and which
criteria were used to select these actors. He
asked to name the most important of these act-
ors from the perspective of the German govern-
ment.?

The answering State Secretary Susanne Bau-
mann simply acts as if the very specific ques-
tions had not been asked and indulges in gen-
eral.

“Together with the governments of Kenya, India and
Mexico and in cooperation with the UN Secretary-
General’s Special Envoy for Technology, Amandeep
Singh Gill, the German government has organised
three regional multi-stakeholder consultations with
the private sector, academia and civil society in
Africa, Asia and Latin America. The regional consulta-
tions were organised by GIZ as a project partner. The
participants were selected according to their them-
atic relevance and potential function as multipliers.
The results were documented in three regional re-
ports and submitted to the Office of the UN Secret-
ary-General’s Special Envoy for Technology and can
be viewed on his office’s website.”

State Secretary Baumann, who disregards her
duty to inform parliament here, recently gained
inglorious fame for her alleged decisive role in
enforcing an overly lax approach to issuing visas
to Afghans.® The response contains links to re-
ports from the three regional consultations in
Africa,* the Americas® and Asia.® However, these
reports also do not contain lists of the organisa-
tions involved. GIZ is the German government-
owned development agency.

When the German government refuses to
name the participants in a process of creating a



global pact, which it helped to shape, to repres-
entatives of the people, and when the content of
the pact itself fuels suspicions that it is the res-
ult of corporate lobbying efforts, then one can al-
most consider these suspicions to be con-
firmed. However, let us follow a thread that we
find in the non-response from the Federal For-
eign Office:

Amandeep Singh Gill, the UN Secretary-Gen-
eral’s Special Envoy for Technology, was, before
taking up his post with Antdnio Guterres in 2023,
founding director of the International Digital
Health and Al Research Collaborative (I-DAIR) in
Geneva, at the headquarters of the World Health
Organisation (WHO). In the meantime, |-DAIR
has been renamed “Health Al” and has become
an independent foundation.” Gill's foundation,
which promotes the digitalisation of healthcare
and the use of artificial intelligence, was fin-
anced by the WHO, the extremely wealthy phar-
maceutical “Wellcome Trust” and the “Swiss di-
gitalisation promotion foundation Botnar”.? Gill
was previously a high-ranking Indian diplomat in
the field of arms control,® an earlier area of work
that he shares with Susanne Baumann.

Regarding the founding of the organisation
headed by Gill, it was stated:™

“I-DAIR draws inspiration from the recommenda-
tions of the High-level Panel on Digital Coopera-
tion of the United Nations Secretary-General
(HLPDC), which, under the co-chairmanship of
Melinda Gates and Jack Ma, has developed new
models of collaboration to use data and digital tech-
nology for the common good and to achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)".

Melinda Gates was still the wife of Microsoft
founder Bill Gates at the time and is co-chair of
the “Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation”, which is
extremely rich in terms of money and influence.
Jack Ma is the former head of the Chinese inter-
net conglomerate Alibaba.

I-DAIR/Health Al works closely with the Lon-
don School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine
(LSHTM), which is generously supported by the
“Wellcome Trust” and the “Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation”. Its director, Peter Piot, was a
coronavirus advisor to EU Commission Presid-
ent Ursula von der Leyen, who is in trouble with
parliament and the public prosecutor’s office be-
cause she negotiated contracts with the US
pharmaceutical company Pfizer via text mes-
sage for absurdly inflated quantities of
coronavirus vaccines at high prices and on ex-

tremely favourable terms for the company and
refuses to hand over these text messages. Piot’s
wife, Heidi Larson, heads the Department of Epi-
demiology at LSHTM.™

Jeremy Farrar, Director of the “Wellcome
Trust”, which sponsors the I-DAIR/Health Al and
LSHTM founded by Gill, was appointed Chief Sci-
entist of the UN organisation WHO, the co-spon-
sor of I-DAIR, in December 2022.

Heidi Larson also heads the Global Listening
Project, “generously funded by the MacArthur
Foundation, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
and the pharmaceutical companies GlaxoS-
mithKline and Moderna”.’? Depending on the in-
tended audience, the aim is either to find out
how to restore trust in governments, technology
and science, or “how the US can best lead health
security efforts abroad”.

The project was prompted by a report by the
World Economic Forum on the severely impaired
social cohesion.

In 2010, Larson founded the Vaccine Confid-
ence Project, funded by pharmaceutical com-
panies, the World Economic Forum, the Gates
Foundation, Meta, YouTube and the communica-
tions consultancy Edelman Trust Institute,
among others, to promote vaccination readi-
ness. She maintains close contacts with the
Center for Strategic and International Studies
(CSIS) in Washington, which she previously
worked for and was awarded the title of “Best
Think Tank for Defence and National Security”.

Johanna Hanefeld, Piot’s former deputy head
of LSHTM with excellent connections to the “Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation”,"> now heads the
RKI Centre for International Health Protection.
She is associated with Larson’s “Global Listen-
ing Project” as a member of the International Ad-
visory Board, together with Charbel El Bcheraoui,
who is one management level below her at the
RKI Centre. The “Robert Koch Institute” (RKI) is
an authority within the remit of the Federal Min-
istry of Health.

Under Gill, I-DAIR has also concluded a co-
operation agreement with the “Global Health
Hub Germany”, which was founded in 2019.™
This Global Health Hub, which is funded by the
Federal Ministry of Health, is intended to “bring
together the various global health actors and sec-
tors in an independent network.”® The hub is
likely to work about as “independently” of the
ministry as the RKI, of which Health Minister
Lauterbach has also falsely claimed.
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In line with the great interest of many sectors
in making money from digitalised health, the
2000 members include representatives from the
financial sector, the IT industry and many more
in addition to the healthcare sector. Represent-
atives of companies and authorities from the
fields of biosecurity (biological warfare) and de-
fence are also involved.

The “Global Health Hub Germany” un-
abashedly uses the World Economic Forum’s slo-
gan of the “Fourth Industrial Revolution”, which
has already come upon us and which it wants to
shape in cooperation with I-DAIR in a way that
promotes humanity.'® The World Economic
Forum, which represents the interests of the
richest and most powerful global corporations,
including first and foremost the US IT compan-
ies, is a particularly active promoter of digital
health and the use of artificial intelligence. It
counts Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock
among its Young Global Leaders, as well as the
last Health Minister Jens Spahn. Angela Merkel,
who was still Chancellor in 2021 when the co-
operation was signed, also received this ques-
tionable honour in her younger ministerial years.
Back then, the title and the associated globalist
leadership training programme were still called
Global Leaders of Tomorrow.

Summary

The UN Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for
Technology, whom the German government as-
sisted with the Global Digital Pact, comes from a
public-private network to promote the digitalisa-
tion of the healthcare sector, in which the Ger-
man government is also involved. His organisa-
tion to promote the digitalisation of healthcare,
I-DAIR/Health Al, is funded by the WHO and the
“Wellcome Trust” pharmaceutical foundation
and is committed to helping implement what the
wife of the Microsoft founder and the UN’s most
powerful Chinese IT entrepreneur have pro-
posed in terms of digitalisation and the free in-
ternational flow of data. “Health Al” is cooperat-
ing with a London university institute, LSHTM,
which is heavily funded by the “Wellcome Trust”
and the foundation of Microsoft founder Bill
Gates, and whose top staff have close ties to the
World Economic Forum, which is massively pro-
moting the digitalisation of the healthcare sys-
tem on behalf of the pharmaceutical and IT
companies it represents. The German govern-
ment has cooperation agreements or maintains

close relationships with I-DAIR/Health Al as well
as with LSHTM and the World Economic Forum.

Conclusion

If you understand this network, which is certainly
much tighter and larger than presented here, it is
no longer surprising that the federal government
is pushing ahead with the digitalisation of the
healthcare system with such tenacity — against
the will of doctors, pharmacists and patients -
and is acting as a stooge for the promotion of
the interests of the pharmaceutical and IT indus-
tries through a Global Digital Pact. Party affili-
ation is irrelevant. A CDU Health Minister and
Young Global Leader Spahn from the CDU and a
Minister Lauterbach from the SPD have both
pushed for the forced digitalisation of health-
care.

Since the corporations and foundations that
spin the threads in this web are primarily from
the USA and act in harmony with the interests of
the US government, it should come as no sur-
prise that a foreign minister with a strong
transatlantic orientation, who is also the Young
Global Leader of the World Economic Forum, is
working diligently to pursue this agenda of
forced digitalisation.

In general, it can be assumed that Washing-
ton’s influence on the German political and me-
dia landscape is great enough that politicians
with career ambitions can hardly afford to turn
down emphatic requests for support from Wash-
ington. And for US governments, there are few
things more important than keeping up with
China and its digital corporations in the race for
supremacy in a digital future. To do this, the ma-
jor US corporations need as many fields of activ-
ity and data as possible as quickly as possible in
and with which they can work, further develop
their software and establish a dominant posi-
tion. As the USA has less than a quarter of
China'’s population and the data protection rights
of its own citizens also hinder data utilisation, it
is much more dependent than China on the inter-
national playing field and the international flow
of data.

Addendum (25 September) on the German
government and the World Economic Forum

In the context of the links between the World
Economic Forum and the German government, |
neglected to mention the “Centre for Global Gov-
ernment Technology” recently established by the

3/4



latter in Berlin with the support of the Green Min-
ister for Economic Affairs. | have now made up
for this.”

Source: https://norberthaering.de/news/bmg-who-
digitalpakt/, 25 September 2024

(Translation “Swiss Standpoint”)
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