
“Is this some kind of Christ 
thing?” a young guy asks me 
as I walk through Darm-
stadt-Arheilgen on a 
Monday evening, a large 
poster with “12 command-
ments for peace” around my 
neck. There are only a few of 
us. A fitter from Berlin, a 
master craftsman, a retired 
vocational teacher and a 

few others. An emeritus maths professor holds 
up the white flag. “Put up passive resistance, 
resistance wherever you are, stop this war ma-
chine from continuing before it’s too late,” said 
Petra Kelly, one of the founders of the Green 
Party, in 1983.1

She is dead, just like Rudi Dutschke and Antje 
Vollmer; her party now sings in favour of the 
arms lobby. The peace movement has died and 
Alexander Gauland, Walter Wallmann’s former 
under secretary, who made his new party big by 
stirring up nasty resentments, is giving 
speeches in the Bundestag on the war in 
Ukraine2 that Willy Brandt would have given in 
the past. I no longer understand the world. 

“How did you manage to stay alive?” A man 
who has had his leg shot off asks a comrade 
who is on furlough and visits him. It’s a scene 
from Giulia Caminito’s novel “One day will 
come“3 about the fate of destitute villagers 
completely at the mercy of the “padres” and 
“padrones” in the Adriatic hinterland near 
Senigallia between 1900 and 1920. That’s ex-
actly where I played happily on the beach with 

my parents as a child and saw the sea for the 
first time. 

At the beginning of 1945, my father was a 
straggler on his way to the Eastern Front. To get 
to his unit, he had to cross a river that had turned 
into a raging torrent due to flooding. Only the top 
part of the railing was visible from the bridge. 
With his typical sober sarcasm, he described his 
situation: “As I stood there alone, I thought to 
myself: if the flood takes me now, I will also be 
one of those who died for the Führer, the people 
and the fatherland.” 

No heroic deeds but hopeless forlornness in 
the maelstrom of war awaits the ordinary sol-
dier. That is why noble goals are held up to 
people like a carrot to a donkey, when, all it is 
concerning is “a bit about that vulgar thing 
called money”4 (Heinrich Böll). Demonising the 
enemy has also always been part of the reper-
toire when you want to “let the dogs of war off 
the leash”.5 As they did a thousand years ago, 
the warmongers shout to the poor devils from a 
safe distance: “May your peace be a victory.”6

“Ecce homines!” Fellow citizens! Look at these 
people! Look at the people who are dying on the 
battlefield in blood, pain and filth! 

A feisty US senator says with a satisfied smile 
that the war in Ukraine is the best investment 
the USA has ever made (“the best money we’ve 
ever spent”).7 For a Ukrainian soldier, this is like 
the vinegar poultice that was pressed into the 
face of the dying Jesus on the cross.

When we get back to the town centre, a father 
and his two small children are looking at the 
posters one of us has put up by the lion foun-
tain. He is a Muslim. “Without God, there is no 
stopping,” he says. I agree with him, but in hind-
sight I have my doubts. Isn’t it precisely the be-
lief in the good cause that has always led 
people to commit the most barbaric atrocities, 
loudly cheered on by good citizens enthusiast-
ically waving their flags, so that the distraught 
chronicler asks himself: “Ecce! Homines sunt?” 
Look at them! Are they really people? Where is 
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the feeling breast among all these “larvae”8 that 
finally puts an end to the cruel game and begins 
to negotiate while there is still something to ne-
gotiate?
Source: https://overton-magazin.de/top-story/ecce-
homines-mitbuerger-schaut-auf-diese-menschen/
26 May 2024
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