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The LA fires look like a nuclear apocalypse

Except a nuclear apocalypse would be unimaginably worse

(CH-S) The author warns
emphatically against under-
estimating the power of nuc-
lear weapons and calls for
an end to their construction.
The catastrophic damage
caused by the fires in Los
Angeles is only a fraction of
what would be caused using
a nuclear weapon. — This is
all too quickly suppressed.

William J. Astore. (photo
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The wildfires in LA are horrific. People are losing
everything. Thousands of structures have been
consumed by flames. Ash, soot, smoke, poison
the air. It's devastating. Just look at this photo
taken from space.

It looks like a nuclear apocalypse. Yet as dev-
astating as the LA fires have been, a nuclear apo-
calypse would be unimaginably worse. A thou-
sand times worse. A million times worse.

We see something like the wildfires in LA—as
bad as they are, they remain on a scale that is
comprehensible. We can fathom them. They will
eventually be contained.

One atomic bomb like the one used at
Hiroshima would be a thousand times worse
(and don't forget the blast wave and radiation as
well as the fires). A thermonuclear weapon, a hy-
drogen bomb or warhead, would be one hundred
thousand times worse. Unimaginable. Un-
fathomable. Unsurvivable.

There’s much to be learned from these wild-
fires in LA. Much more action needs to be taken

by William J. Astore,* USA
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to prepare for similar events in the future. Per-
haps they might serve as a reminder as well of
how much worse the fires could and would be
from a man-made inferno in a nuclear war.

America, it's high time we stopped building
more nuclear weapons and started investing in
improvements to our infrastructure, to disaster
preparedness, to meet the climate-driven cata-
strophes that we know are coming.

America needs more fire trucks, more fire
crews, even something seemingly as simple as
more water. We don’t need more infernal (and in-
ferno-producing) nuclear weapons.

Source: https://bracingviews.com/2025/01/10/the-la-fires-
look-like-a-nuclear-apocalypse/, 10 January 2025

Three further articles by William J. Astore in “Swiss
Standpoint”:

' https.//www.pointdevue-suisse.ch/news-detailansicht-
en-gesellschaft/don-t-think-about-the-unthinkable.html

2 https://www.pointdevue-suisse.ch/news-detailansicht-
en-international/hypocrisy-and-tactical-nukes.html

3 https://www.pointdevue-suisse.ch/news-detailan
sicht-en-gesellschaft/don-t-think-about-the-un
thinkable.html|

* William J. Astore is a retired lieutenant colonel (USAF).
He taught at the Air Force Academy, the Naval Postgradu-
ate School and taught history at the Pennsylvania Col-
lege of Technology. He is the author or co-author of three
books and numerous articles focusing on military history,
as well as the history of science, technology and religion.

He earned a Bachelor of Science (with distinction) in
mechanical engineering from Worcester Polytechnic In-
stitute, a Master of Arts from Johns Hopkins University
(history of science and technology) and a doctorate in
philosophy from the University of Oxford (modern his-
tory). His personal blog is https://bracingviews.com.
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