
The worst crime you can
commit, in the eyes of the
powerful, is to embarrass
them and to reveal their
crimes. That is what Julian
Assange did, most notably
about U.S. war crimes in
Iraq, and that is why he is
being hounded and pun‐
ished. Assange is being
made to suffer, and suffer

greatly he is, because he spoke truth about the
powerful to the powerless. That is arguably the
number one job of a real journalist, to hold
powerful people accountable, to reveal the
truth when so many conspire to keep it hidden.
But most journalists are not profiles in courage,
just as most people aren’t. The courageous are
few, and counted among their number is As‐
sange.

If you’re a journalist looking to make a differ‐
ence, to shed light in dark corners, do you dare to
take on the U.S. government and national secur‐
ity state given its persecution of Assange? Do
you want to spend years in a maximum-security
prison, almost in total isolation, facing extradi‐
tion to the U.S. for a bogus and nonsensical
charge? The U.S. government’s persecution of
Assange, though it’s meant to punish him and si‐
lence him, is really about intimidating and silen‐
cing other journalists. Who now dares to follow
Assange’s example?

Power operates most freely, meaning most
tyrannically, when it’s unconstrained by account‐
ability. The more Assange suffers, the more
America slips into authoritarianism. Joining
America in its drift toward tyranny is Great Bri‐
tain and Australia, with Britain imprisoning As‐
sange and approving his extradition and Aus‐
tralia doing nothing to stop the persecution of

one of its own citizens. Such is the corrupting in‐
fluence of power.

As usual, George Orwell explained all this in
“1984” when he described the nature of power:

“The Party seeks power entirely for its own sake.
We are not interested in the good of others; we
are interested solely in power. Not wealth or lux‐
ury or long life or happiness; only power, pure
power. […] [No] one ever seizes power with the in‐
tention of relinquishing it. Power is not a means,
it is an end. […] The object of persecution is per‐
secution. The object of torture is torture. The ob‐
ject of power is power. Now do you begin to un‐
derstand me?”

Assange, like the character of Winston Smith in
“1984,” now has a full understanding of the
nature of power. It’s come at an enormous price
to him. Yet Assange has also revealed the nature
of our government to the rest of us, the way it
brutally uses power to keep its monopoly on
power.

The question is: Are we going to do anything
about it? Or is it already too late? And if we do
choose to resist, like Winston Smith (and Julian
Assange), will we be taken to our own versions of
“Room 101”, after which we too will profess our
love for Big Brother?
Source: http://bracingviews.com/2022/06/18/naked-power-
and-julian-assange/, 18 June 2022
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Julian Assange before he was locked away
for his truth-telling. (Bild KEYSTONE/AFP/LEON NEAL)

* William J. Astore is a retired lieutenant colonel
(USAF) and professor of history. His personal blog is
Bracing Views.
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“We are going to use every appeal avenue,”
Stella Assange told a London press conference
on Friday 17 June after the home secretary
signed the extradition order.

Julian Assange’s wife and one of his lawyers
on Friday vowed to fight the decision of British
Home Secretary Priti Patel to sign an extradi‐
tion order earlier in the day sending im‐
prisoned WikiLeaks publisher Julian Assange

to the United States to face trial on espionage
and computer intrusion charges.
“This is the outcome that we have been con‐
cerned about for the last decade,” Assange
lawyer Jennifer Robinson told a London press
conference. “This decision is a grave threat to
freedom of speech, not just for Julian, but for
every journalist, editor and media worker.”
Quelle: https://consortiumnews.com/2022/06/17/stella-
assange-we-are-going-to-fight-this/
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